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Abstract 

The entire world has diversified cultures. Cultures and religions were geologically 

incredible and imitative. The culture is exclusively social pattern shared by a group of people 

with acceptance of certain values, beliefs, rituals, customs, language, food, music and dance 

artistically. Often culture is transferred to the next generation. Culture is alienable and people 

have gone through the deculturation process everywhere. Voluntarily many materialistic 

traditions and customs were adopted. Now and then it has become a passion for borrowing 

traits from other's cultures. It is a kind of imitation people began to follow leaving their own 

cultural traits. India is a multi-cultural country integrated various cultures, ethnic groups, 

religions and languages. Indians aesthetic talent did modify alien cultures or whatever they 

became a fan of. Consequently, the influence of Western culture is found in everybody’s life. 

Conversion also is a trans culturing process which is raised as a political issue all across the 

country. There are four religions in which people get converted largely. These are Hinduism, 

Islam, Christianity, and Buddhism. There is a prodigious misconception regarding Indian that 

they are Hindus. They can be Hindus on a geographical basis while culture and religion 

never. Primarily it has been observed that indigenous people have left their own cultures and 
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accepted alien cultures, religion and lifestyles. There is rapid acculturation in India in the 

twenty-first century. Thus, this paper will focus on transculturation in Indian society.  
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Introduction 

Trans culturalism was coined by Fernando Ortiz a Cuban anthropologist. It was 

observed as a social phenomenon all over the world. In Cuban Counterpoint: Tobacco and 

Sugar Fernando wrote: 

Acculturation is used to describe the process of transition from one culture to 

another, and its manifold social repercussions. But transculturation is a more 

fitting term. (98) 

Nirad C. Chaudhuri wrote an essay and his book Culture in the Vanity Bag which 

explores the ecology of costumes in India. All the costumes promiscuously appear to be 

Indian but they have been taken from two worlds. Islamic and Western cultures influenced 

Indians respectively during their rule. Already Multicultural scenario of the country reminds 

early subjugations and shelters from different worlds as intruders as well as refugees. 

Regional identity of Indian states represented diverse cultures. Other cultures also are 

surviving together within cultures. Inter-caste marriages and conversion convey acculturation 

among all those classes, races, religion and ethnic groups. Indian social system is going 

through the process of syncretism against the will but gradually it will appear as 

cosmopolitan. There are cultural differences in every state concerning costumes, food, dance, 

and music, which are instinctively accepted by the Indians in a day to day life as a passion. V. 

S. Naipaul’s characters are mostly Indian immigrants who have moved to strange locations 

with expectations of a better life. They have left their own nation but cultures and images 
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have been carried with them which are reminiscence to Hinduism. By means of the Hindu 

population increased there, those countries seem to be transcultural. 

Cultures 

Every culture is created with the time being by a group of people supporting newly 

invented ideologies or customs. Basically, culture is a conventional belief system, which is 

practised from birth onwards in every society. In every family or society, children are taught 

some sort of way of life. Sanskar term is used in Hindi for good manners in Indian culture. A 

man's behaviour reveals his society and culture he belongs to. Definitely, by way of 

conversation and salutation, a person can be recognized. In Western culture, time is set to 

wish as Good morning, Good afternoon, Good evening, and Good night. In the Indian way of 

greeting people usually, say namaskar (greeting) joining both hands while meeting and 

departure. In every country, people have developed a different culture. Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, 

Christian, and all other communities are examples of multiculturalism. Nirad C. Chaudhuri 

studied in reputed schools and he was influenced by West so his attitude seems to be 

westernized. He had seen a big change in the life of the citizens of Calcutta. It was the capital 

of British India so no doubt English education and Western culture’s influence was there. In 

his book The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian the author described: 

To live in Calcutta was to be reminded at every turn of the cultural history and 

achievements of modern India and to be aware of every significant activity of 

the present. The memories of the past were kept alive by the unending series of 

anniversary meetings which were a feature of the cultural life of Calcutta in my 

young days. (400)  

In Trinidad indentured labours had accepted Christianity in order to educate their children in 

missionary schools in those days. Naipaul was de-cultured already went to Oxford University 

on a scholarship for his graduate degree in English. His inner conscience evoked him to visit 
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India and he visited Jammu and Kashmir as a Tourist-cum-pilgrim. During his religious 

journey to Amarnath Cave in Srinagar Naipaul contemplated all those images hanged on the 

wall in his grandparent’s house. Religion was significant to all the Hindus in the Caribbean 

islands too but they could not perform all those rituals and rites openly. If they had to do so, 

needed written permission. Still, Hindus got permission for havan the sacrificial prayer under 

the Pipal tree in the botanical garden. In An Area of Darkness Naipaul said, “In so many of the 

brightly coloured religious pictures in my grandfather’s house I had seen these mountains, 

cones of white against simple, cold blue.” (178) Descendants of immigrants have lost Hindu 

culture due to lack of interest and education. That new generation was brought up in a new 

culture, where they were not taught ethics, religion, Indian languages Sanskrit and Hindi. In 

the sugar cane field, indentured labours paid their attention towards earning money and hoped 

to come back to the homeland. Paradoxically Naipaul had commented on India but his views 

were on problematic situations.  

Costumes and Life Style 

Chaudhuri has depicted well the transculturation process in India. There are several 

cultures within the country and have dissimilar costumes. Colourful clothing manners of 

people make all the cultures pretty. Easily cultural dissimilarity can be recognized and can be 

said that he is Rajasthani, Gujarati, Panjabi, Muslim, Christian, South Indian, North Indian, 

and North-eastern. Even you may find out whether a labour class or profession. In Hindu 

culture, clothes were used without stitching and at present everyone uses stitched one. 

Cultural cloths are worn for performing ritual and rites. There are rarest people who might be 

very old-fashioned today regarding dresses. Most of the people are passionate about clothing. 

Women are much passionate as they see anyone wearing new clothes certainly aesthetic 

expression will be expressed and price may be asked that how much it cost and where from it 

was purchased. Clothes are the adornment of people which make them beautiful and 
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handsome in appearance. Indian women are extremely crazed for saries. Apart from cultural 

stuff Indians have adopted from Islamic and Western even they have evolved new clothing. 

Kurta-pyjama, salwar-suits, scarf, sherwani and lungi are basically from Muslim culture 

approved by the Indian. A western outfit like a coat, pant, shirt, jacket and tie are very 

fashionably put on. Transculturation has developed an ecology in clothing that salwar suit of 

Muslim is changed in multi-colour and put on by Punjabi people. Sari, blouse, and petticoat 

of women are Indian invention in clothing. In the book Culture in the Vanity Bag Chaudhuri 

commented: 

Nowadays, unless they have to put off sewn garments for a special purpose, 

the Hindu, both men and women, wear one or more garments for the upper 

part of the body. These are either of the European type or evolved from some 

pre-existing Indian apparel. In addition, the women have made the petticoat an 

integral part of their dress. (78) 

The fashion of individuals has started to quit own ethos and take from others. 

Sometimes modification and mixing are done as Indo-western outfits accessible in the whole 

marketplace and it is contingent taking place of ideal and trend. Both the writers Chaudhuri 

and Naipaul's lifestyle gives a glimpse of acculturation. In Mughal courts, Hindu employees 

were supposed to put kurta and pyjamas while in British rule people worn Western wear to 

maintain a standard. Maintaining a standard of life forces individuals to transformation his own 

culture and choice. In a contrasting manner Mohandas Karam Chand Gandhi went to 

Buckingham Palace in dhoti in the year 1931. This story was recounted by an old Gandhian 

congressman while campaigning for election in Rajasthan. In India: A Wounded Civilization 

Naipaul criticized the manner of Gandhi saying, “that act put the picture of poor India before 

the world.” (138) In fact, it seems to be an act of undignified but represented the Indian culture. 

Naipaul expected all representatives should put appropriate attires in prestigious places. Gandhi 
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could have gone in coat pant as he used to wear in London during his studies and professional 

work. In spite of transculturation sometimes own choices and philosophies lead certain actions. 

Nirad C. Chaudhuri similarly uncovered his Bengali culture wearing dhoti at his house in 

Oxford. Gandhi and Chaudhuri too were part of transculturation from India. In every occasion 

of professional life, they maintained the standard. No doubt Naipaul was already a trans 

cultured and renowned personality in writing as well as lifestyle.   

Linguistic decaying 

The linguistic decaying is faced by immigrants and indigenous mainly. Earlier every 

culture had limitation for the people and external contact was rare. Primitive cultures were 

isolated and were not in touch with other cultures. In the modern world learning of another 

language is for communication and technology has extended the limit. Job orientation 

opportunities welcomed to develop extra skill in different languages. In the central 

government job, non-Hindi speaking people learnt Hindi in order to serve in Hindi regions. 

And English is globally recommended to all. In the post-colonial period, many nations have 

developed their curriculum for cultural exchange. In the collaboration of foreign cultural 

exchange program, many Indian students got opportunities to learn others cultures. Language 

is one of the crucial elements of transculturation. Among Indian themselves represent to be 

more civilized by speaking foreign languages and lifestyle. Hindustani is a mixed language 

consist of Urdu and Hindi. Here two cultures come together to beautify the communication 

and entertain in all the cultural activities held in the social gathering. A new trend of speaking 

by mixing languages expose a new culture or cultural intercourse. The influence of 

transculturation can be noticed all over the world. Educated generations won’t be able to 

understand many terms which are from their mother tongue but English version written script 

easily help them to comprehend. Nirad Chandra Chaudhuri frequently spoke Bengali but his 



IJELLH (International Journal of English Language, Literature in Humanities) Vol. 7, Issue 4, April 2019             500 

writing in English is an instance. On the other hand, Naipaul’s family and relatives spoke 

Hindi but he himself was unable to speak. 

Religion and conversion 

There is a trend of changing religion. People have been influenced by other religions. 

Many Hindus have been converted to Muslim and Christianity. People habitually opt for a 

new way of life for mental peace. Sikhism raised after Jainism and Buddhism to be a new 

religion and represented a different culture within Indian culture not as a Hindu but in the 

transcultural outlook. Cultures are developed on caste, religion, language and region base. 

Many are not happy in their own culture and religion certainly they expect a move to other’s 

culture and religion. Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar had welcomed a mass conversion accepted 

Buddhism with his followers. Though Indian convert into Christianity but maintain their 

genetic identity along with the new one as Bengalis did. They retain the mark of Indian caste 

system while being a Christian.  

They feel proud to be Christian as well as Hindu identity or titles they carry on 

inherently. But Muslim name is given to those who convert to Islam. Of course, Christian 

name is given to a person who accepted the religion and also keeps his ancestor’s title. Just 

they might be called ‘Indian Christians’ by foreigners sometimes. In his book The Heart of 

India Chaudhuri pointed out saying: 

They continue their caste status and pride of caste even in the generations born 

to Christianity and not merely converted to the new religion. For instance, a 

Bengali Christian who bears such surnames as Banerji, Chatterji, Mukherji, 

Bose or Dutt will be very wary about a Bengali Christian who is Biswas. (289) 

This is a feature of Indian Christians who recollect their ancestral identity while going into 

another culture. There are people who accept some of the teachings of every religion like 
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Gandhi. Transculturation is the process that shifts people to another culture by will or force. 

Immigration, education, employment, slavery, exploitations are factors for this occurrence. 

Also, in the modern world influence of other cultures is very high. There is cultural exchange 

going on all across the world. Self-governing value of people in the world made it easy to 

transform their own cultures into different form or way. New types of cultures are generated 

every day. None can predict about their own culture that how will it survive for long. There is 

no guarantee for its existence. It may decay and no one remaining to follow it any longer. As 

Naipaul’s parents and all other people continued Hindu worship in the island but he never 

took interest in learning Sanskrit and all the rites. Naipaul’s characters have broken the social 

rites marrying with lower castes. The author has narrated stories about Inter-caste marriages 

of immigrants.  

 

Conclusion 

Nirad C. Chaudhuri was born and brought up in the cultural ecology of India. His observations 

were of that Hindu culture which had introduced fraternity among immigrants and natives. 

There was an ideology conceived as “all are our brothers and sisters”. His mother had taught 

them not to ill-treat with others due to race, region, and religion. Indian clothing has an ecology 

adopted costumes from the distinct alien cultures. India is a multi-cultural society adopted 

mainly from Muslim and Western clothing as their own. The educated generations were 

unwilling to put their cultural cloths. They loved Islamic and Western wear more than Hindu 

cultural apparel. The trans-culturalism has widely influenced every society of the country. Even 

indigenous societies have mingled with every culture, leaving their own traditional way of life. 

Transculturation process has brought an evolution in clothing and lifestyle of every community. 

Markets are full of Indo-western and Muslim clothes. In Hindu caste system those proselytes 
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are known as half-caste. The Indian Constitution has given fundamental rights to the citizens. 

And all the Fundamental rights give freedom for transculturation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IJELLH (International Journal of English Language, Literature in Humanities) Vol. 7, Issue 4, April 2019             503 

Works Cited 

Chaudhuri, Nirad C. The Autobiography of An Unknown Indian. Mumbai: Jaico Publishing    

House. 2008, Print. 

---. The Heart of India. Mumbai: Jaico Publishing House. 2008, Print. 

Chaudhuri, Nirad C. Culture in the Vanity Bag. Mumbai: Jaico Publishing House. 2009, 

Print. 

Naipaul, V. S. An Area of Darkness. London: Picador, 2010. Print. 

---. India: A Wounded Civilization. London: Picador, 2010. Print. 

Ortiz, Fernando. Cuban Counterpoint: Tobacco and Sugar. London: Duke University Press, 

1995.Web. 22nd March, 2019. 


